ADRIAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Student Code of Conduct- Definition of Offenses

1.

Aiding or Abetting Violation of School Rules:
A student who assists encourages or incites another student or other person to violate
any school rule.

Arson:
Using fire to willfully and maliciously burn, damage, or destroy school property, another
person’s property, or the student’s property.

Bullying, Cyber-Bullying, Harassment or Taunting:

Conduct that has the purpose or effect of substantially interfering with an individual's
academic or professional performance or creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive
educational or employment environment. Bullying is defined as any written,

verbal or physical act, which under the totality of circumstances has the effect of
physically harming a student, staff, or their property, or fear of such impact. The use of
electronic devices to promote bullying shall be known as Cyber-bullying. Taunting is
defined as causing an atmosphere of intimidation or humiliation, which diminishes the
respect of another student or staff and results in emotional distress. Harassment is
conduct related to race, ethnicity, socio-economic status, religion, gender, or sexual
orientation intended to demean, humiliate or intimidate a student. A complete description
of conduct constituting harassment is available in Board Policy 4102 Anti-Harassment.

Cheating:
Includes, but is not limited to (1) the use of any unauthorized assistance in taking

quizzes, tests, or examinations; (2) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those
authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or
carrying out other assignments; or (3) the acquisition, without permission, of tests or
other academic material belonging to an instructor.

Criminal Acts:

A student’s commission of, or participation in, any acts prohibited by federal or state law
or local ordinance also violates the Student Code of Conduct when such acts affect the
safe and orderly operation of the schools, including but not limited to: acts committed on
school property, on school-sponsored transportation, or related to any school program,
function, or activity. School officials may take disciplinary action regardless of whether
criminal charges result.

Criminal Sexual Conduct:
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Conduct that, in the opinion of the District, rises to the level of criminal sexual conduct on
District property will result in permanent expulsion from all public schools in Michigan.

Conduct that rises to the level of criminal sexual conduct against another student that
occurs off-campus and results in a criminal plea, conviction, or adjudication for criminal
sexual conduct will result in permanent expulsion from all public schools in Michigan.

In the opinion of the District, conduct that rises to the level of criminal sexual conduct
against another student that occurs off-campus without a plea, conviction, or adjudication
may result in suspension or expulsion from the District.

Detention Violations:
Failure to serve detentions within the prescribed time.

Disruptive Conduct:
Conduct that substantially interferes with the educational process or the safe and orderly
operation of the school.

Dress/Student Attire, Violation Of:

Students shall not wear clothing or accessories which interfere with the operation of the
school or impinge upon the general health, safety, and welfare of other students and
school employees. Dress must follow the following guidelines:

All shirts must have sleeves.
Shorts/skirts must come down to the fingertip length when standing.
Shirts must cover a student’s back, chest, and stomach.
Pants must be at worn hip level.
No hats, caps, headscarves, head rags, bandanas, or sweatbands may be
worn during the school day.
= No coats or jackets may be worn during the school day
» Articles of clothing, patches or buttons, or other clothing or accessories
containing the following are prohibited:
1. Obscene phrases
2. Promoting alcohol, tobacco, drugs, or any substance illegal for minors
3. Promoting violence, or containing “fighting words,” incites violence, or
constitutes an actual threat of violence
4. Any language, symbol, design, or image that is sexually explicit,
indecent, or lewd.
5. Contains abusive or vulgar language
6. Urges a violation of law or school policy
7. Otherwise substantially disrupts school operations
= No sleepwear such as pajama tops, bottoms, or slippers may be worn.
» No dangerous jewelry should be worn at school, such as spikes, chains, or
bar rings.
= Shoes should be worn for safety.

All students are expected to adhere to the policy. Inappropriately dressed students will be
sent to an administrator for action, and parents will be called for a change of clothes or to
send the student home when necessary. Multiple or severe offenses may result in
discipline.

Drugs:
See lllicit Substances.
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Electronics:

Students may possess an electronic communication device on school premises but may
not use such a device from the time the first bell begins the academic day until the last
bell rings to dismiss students at the end of the academic day. A high school student may
possess an electronic communication device on school premises but may not use such a
device in a school building or on any part of Adrian Public Schools property being used
for instruction. Electronic communication devices include, but not limited to, cellular
phones, two-way radios or “walkie-talkies,” personal digital assistants (PPDSs) with
infrared or wireless communication capabilities; laptop computers with infrared or
wireless communication capabilities; and/or calculators, smartwatches, or any other
electronic device that may transmit or communicate via infrared and/or wireless
technology. Entertainment systems such as music/video devices and personal game
devices not used for educational purposes are prohibited during instructional time.

Extortion:

The solicitation of money or something of value from another student, regardless of the
amount, in return for protection or in connection with a threat (implies or actual) to inflict
harm. Blackmail or a similar malicious act, as prohibited by law, undertaken with the
intent to compel the person so threatened to do or refrain from doing any act against
his/her will.

False Fire Alarm:

Falsely alerting the fire department or school to a nonexistent fire.

Falsification of Signatures or Forgery:

To falsely make, alter, forge, or counterfeit any writing, including electromagnetic data, or
to impersonate another person over the telephone, i.e., attendance calls.

Fighting:
When two or more students engage or attempt to harm one another through force or
violence physically.

Fireworks or Other Explosive Material Possession And/or Use:
A device made from explosive or flammable compositions is used primarily to produce a
visible display or audible effect, or both, by combustion, deflagration, or detonation.

Gambling:
Participating in unlawful games of chance to exchange money or other items of value.

Gang Related:

Verbal and nonverbal behaviors, actions, clothing, or colors reasonably deemed gang-
related by the school administration, in consultation with local law enforcement and/or
other personnel or agencies with appropriate expertise in gang behavior.

Gross Misconduct or Misbehavior:
Any willful or malicious act directed at a student, school personnel, or school property to
the nontrivial detriment of the school district.

Horseplay:
Rough or boisterous play or pranks, done without anger or intent to injure or intimidate.
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lllicit Substances:

The manufacture, distribution, sale, purchase, possession, use, or being under the
influence of the following substances is prohibited: (1) Alcohol or any alcoholic beverage,
including “non-alcoholic malt beverages,” (2) lllicit drugs, including but not limited to those
drugs described as a “controlled substance” under either state or general law and drugs
or substances that are illegal for minors to possess; (3) Any abusable glue, aerosol or
other chemical substance, including but not limited to petroleum distillates, lighter fluid,
and reproduction fluid for inhalation;

(4) Any prescription or non-prescription drug, medicine, vitamin, or other chemicals,
when not taken per the school district’'s authorized use of medication procedures,
including, but not limited to aspirin, other pain relievers, stimulants, diet pills, multiple or
other type vitamins, pep pills, no-doze pills, cough medicines, and syrups, cold
medicines, laxatives, stomach or digestive remedies, depressants, and sleeping pills: (5)
Steroids, human growth hormones or other performance-enhancing drugs; and (6)
Substances purported to be illegal, abusive, or performance-enhancing, ie, “look-alike”
substances.

Inappropriate Show of Affection/Sexual Activity:

The demonstration of affection toward another person has an appropriate time and place.
Inappropriate display(s) of affection or physical contact (including embracing, kissing, or
engaging in sexual activity) is not considered acceptable behavior.

Indecent Exposure:
Knowing or deliberately exposing intimate body parts (including the genital area, groin,
inner thigh, buttock, or breast) may include engaging in sexual activity.

Insubordination, Defiance of School Personnel’s Authority:
Refusal to comply with reasonable directives of school personnel.

Interference:
To intimidate, hinder, or interrupt any official, employee, or volunteer of the Adrian Public
Schools in performing his/her duty or exercising his/her rights.

Intimidation/Retaliation:
Any physical or verbal intimidation of any witness to a school or legal Violation.

Littering:

To knowing and without approval, dump, deposit, place, throw, or leave litter (i.e. rubbish,
refuse, waste material, garbage, paper glass, cans, bottles, trash debris) on school
property or school-affiliated transportation or at any school-sponsored activity.

Loitering/Trespassing On School Property Or At School-Sponsor Events:

Being on school grounds or in the school without authority or permission of school
personnel. Students may not loiter after school or any school activity. This would include
students who are in shortened programs or suspended.

Off-Campus:
The rules and policies of the Adrian Public Schools apply to any student who is on school
property or school-affiliated transportation, who is in attendance at school or any school-
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sponsored activity, or whose conduct at any time or place interferes with the operations,
discipline, or general welfare of the school, regardless of location, date or time.

Paraphernalia:

Various instruments and materials are commonly known to be intended for the use of, or
preparation of, illicit substances as defined above. Such devices would include pipes,
water pipes, certain cigarette papers, apparatus used for rolling marijuana cigarettes,
spoons used for the inhalation of cocaine, hypodermic syringes, and other similar
materials. Because of the intended use implied by these implements, their manufacture,
distribution, sale, use, or possession is prohibited.

Persistent Disobedience:
Consistent Violation of one or more rules, including repeated violations of minor rules,
may be deemed persistent disobedience.

Physical Assault Against Employee, Volunteer, or Contractor:
“Physical assault” means intentionally causing or attempting to cause physical harm to
another through force or violence.

Physical Assault Against Another Pupil
“Physical assault” means intentionally causing or attempting to cause physical harm to
another through force or violence.

Physical or Verbal Altercation:
If a student is threatening or inciting one or more students either verbally or physically in
a manner that could escalate to a fight.

Physical Contact:
When a student makes physical contact without intent to injure or intimidate students or
staff.

Plagiarism:
Includes, but is not limited to, the use, whether by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the

published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment
It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or
agency engaged in selling term papers or other academic materials.

Pornography:

May include, but not limited to, possession, distribution, transmission, or sales of
pornographic materials. Pornographic materials are pictures, magazines, books, videos,
language, or images accessed on cell phones or the internet.

Possession Of A Firearm:

Possession of any firearm on District property is strictly prohibited. “Firearm” means (1)
any weapon (including a starter gun) which will or is designed to a or may readily be
converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive; (2) the frame or receiver of
any such weapon; (3) any firearm muffler or firearm silencer; (4) any destructive device.
For additional definitions, please see Board Policy 3408.

Possession Of A Dangerous Weapon (Other than a Firearm)
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‘Dangerous weapon” means a firearm, dagger, dirk, stiletto, a knife with a blade over 3
inches long, pocket knife opened by a mechanical device, iron bar, or brass knuckles.

Profanity And/Or Obscenity:
Language, pictures, caricature, and gestures are indecent, profane, obscene, vulgar, or
otherwise inappropriate.

Sexual Harassment:

Sexual harassment shall consist of unwelcome or unsolicited sexual advances, requests
for sexual favors, and other inappropriate verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature.
For more information about the definition of sexual harassment, please see the
District’s Title IX Policy 3118.

Snowballs:
Throwing snowballs on school premises is prohibited.

Stalking:
A willful course of conduct involving repeated or continuing harassment of another

individual that would cause a reasonable person to feel terrorized, frightened, intimidated,
threatened, harassed, or molested and that causes the victim to feel terrorized,
frightened, intimidated, threatened, harassed, or molested. Depending on the
motivating factor, some stalking may be sexual harassment prohibited by Title IX.
See Policy 3118.

Tardy:
Presenting to school, class, or activity after its scheduled commencement time without

excuse or approval.

Technology Abuse:
Any violation of the District Technology Policy.

Theft:

The unauthorized taking or hiding of property belonging to another person; conspiring,
aiding, or abetting in the unauthorized taking or concealment of property belonging to
another person; or the unauthorized and willful possession of property belonging to
another person.

Threats:

Any statement, act, or gesture threatening harm or violence directed at another person or
District property that substantially disrupts the school environment that school officials
can reasonably forecast will disrupt the school environment or that a reasonable person
would interpret as a serious expression of an intent to cause harm or violence, including,
without limitation, bomb threats and similar threats directed at a school building, other
school property, or a school-related event.

Tobacco:

The manufacture, distribution, purchase, sale, possession, or use of any tobacco product
(e.g, smoking, chewing, nasal, snuff) or tobacco paraphernalia (e.g, rolling paper, rolling
machine, pipes, lighters, matches) is prohibited.

Truancy:



The act of unauthorized absence from school or classes (including lunch and school-
related functions) for a specified period.

51. Vandalism/Destruction of Property:
Willfully and maliciously destroying or injuring real, personal, or mixed property belonging
to another.

52. Vaping:
The manufacture, distribution, purchase, sale, possession, or use of any vaping and/or e-
cigarette device and/or materials.

53. Vehicular Violations:
Intentional Violation of driving rules as given by Adrian High School. Board Policy 5803.

Student Code of Conduct- Definitions of Consequences

The use of corporal punishment is prohibited by state law and Board Policy 5206. Below are
possible disciplinary consequences to address student behavior. District administration will
determine the appropriate consequences to address student behavior based on various factors,
including the severity of the offense.

A . Conference
Face-to-face meetings or telephone conferences with the student, parents/guardians,
and school personnel. (teacher and/or administrator)

B. Contract (student/parent/administration)

Contract developed by the student, parent/guardian, teacher, and/or administrator,
which outlines corrective steps to be taken by the student, and consequences if the
student fails to comply.

C. Removal from Class
The student is temporarily denied participation in a specific class, program, or school
activity.

D. Detention
Detaining or holding back a student before/after school or during lunch for a specific
period.

E. Expulsion
“‘Expel” or “Expulsion” means a disciplinary removal from school for 60 or more days.

The Board may suspend or expel a student for an offense identified in the student
code of conduct if the code of conduct states that the Violation may result in
suspension or expulsion. Before exercising this authority, the Board must consider all
of the following factors:



The student’s age;

The student’s disciplinary history;

Whether the student has a disability;

The seriousness of the behavior;

Whether the behavior posed a safety risk;

Whether restorative practices are a better option; and
Whether lesser interventions would address the behavior.

F. Out of School Suspension
“Suspend” or “Suspension” means a disciplinary removal from school for less than 60

school days.

The student’s age;

The student’s disciplinary history;

Whether the student has a disability;

The seriousness of the behavior;

Whether the behavior posed a safety risk;

Whether restorative practices are a better option; and
Whether lesser interventions would address the behavior.

G. In-School Suspension
Temporary denial to a student of attendance in classes; suspension will be served in

school.

H. Restorative Practices
“‘Restorative Practices” means practices that emphasize repairing the harm to the
victim and the school community caused by a student’s misconduct.

VI. Discipline Procedures

Nothing in this Section is intended, nor shall be applied, to diminish any rights under federal or
state law of a pupil who has been determined to be eligible for special education programs and

services.

Below is a list of potential consequences for various offense levels. The information
below is general and does not account for every situation. The administration reserves
the right to impose more significant discipline for an offense if the particular
circumstances, including the severity of the offense, warrant more significant discipline.
Likewise, the District may determine that restorative practices are a better option than a
disciplinary removal in a particular situation.

Level 1

A. A conference with the parties involved will be held.
B. At administrative discretion, any or all of the following consequences may be assigned:

aORrLON=

Warning
Detention
Parent Conference

Alternative Discipline

One (1) to three (3) school days for In-school Suspension



6. One (1) to three (3) school days for Out-of-School Suspension
7. Parent contract agreement
C. Parent (s) will be notified of the action taken.

Level 2

A. A conference with the parties involved will be held.

B. At administrative discretion, any or all of the following consequences may be assigned:
1. Detention/Removal from class
2. Alternative discipline
3. Up to five (5) school days for In-School Suspension
4. Up to five (5) school days for Out-of-School Suspension

C. Parents(s) will be notified of the action taken.

Level 3
A. A conference with the parties involved will be held.
B. At administrative discretion, any or all of the following consequences may be assigned:
1. Up to ten (10) school days for Out-of-School Suspension
2. Alternative Discipline
3. A referral to the appropriate police authorities, if criminal activity occurred
C. Parent (s) will be notified of the action taken.

Level 4

A. A conference with the parties involved will be held.

B. At administrative discretion, any or all of the following consequences may be assigned:
1. Ten (10) school days for Out-of-School Suspension
2. Alternative Discipline
3. A recommendation for long-term suspension or expulsion, which may be referred to the

Superintendent or Board, as appropriate.

4. A referral to appropriate police authorities, If criminal activity occurred.

C. Parent (s) will be notified of the action taken.

Level 5
A. A conference with the parties involved will be held.
B. The following consequences will be assigned:
1. A mandatory ten (10) school days Out-of-School Suspension
2. Alternative Discipline
3. A disciplinary hearing will be held. A recommendation for long-term suspension or
expulsion will be sent to the Superintendent of Schools for presentation to the Board of
Education.
C. Parent (s) will be notified of the action taken.

Reinstatement Following Suspension or Expulsion

It is the policy of the Board to consider a petition for reinstatement from an expelled student and the
parent/guardian and to follow the requirements of sections 1311 and 1311a of the Revised School
Code.

Consequence levels are based upon the grade level of the offending student. The administration can
increase or decrease from the guidelines below based on the severity of the offense and other
pertinent factors of the situation.

Offense | Occurrence | | | | | High | Middle | Elementary |




Aiding or Abetting Violation of School
Rules

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation

Arson

1% Violation
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Bullying/Harassment/Taunting
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2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Cheating

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation
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Criminal Acts

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation

Criminal Sexual Conduct

1%t Violation
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Detention Violations

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Disruptive Conduct

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Dress/Student Attire, Violation of

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation
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Driving/Parking Violations

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation

See
handbook
for
consequences

Drugs: See Illicit Substances

Electronics

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation

Extortion

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation
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False Fire Alarm

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

N

0N A WW

0N A WW




Offense Occurrence High Middle | Elementary

Falsification of Signatures or Forgery I** Violation 1 1 1
2" Violation 2 1 1
3" Violation 3 1 1
4™ Viplation 4 1 1

Fighting I** Violation 3 1 1
2" Violation 4 2 1
3" Violation 5 3 2
4™ Violation 4 3

Fireworks or Other Explosive 1** Violation 4 3 3

Material, possession, and/or use 2" Violation 5 3 3
3" Violation 4 4
4™ Violation 5 4

Gambling I** Violation 2 2 1
2" Violation 3 2 1
3" Violation 4 3 1
4™ Violation 5 4 1

Gang Related I** Violation 1 1 1
2" Violation 1 1 1
3" Violation 2 2 2
4™ Viplation 3 3 2

Gross Misconduct or Misbehavior I** Violation 4 4 4
2" Violation 5 5 5
3" Violation
4™ Violation

Horseplay 1** Violation 1 1 1
2" Violation 1 1 1
3" Violation 2 1 1
4™ Viplation 3 2 2

Illicit Substances: manufacture, I** Violation 3 3 3

distribution, sale, purchase, possession, | 2" Violation 4 4 3

use, or being under the influences of 3" Violation 5 4 4

the following substances is prohibited: | 4™ Violation 5 5

alcohol, illicit drugs, abusable glue,

aerosol, or other chemical substance

for inhalation, prescription or non-

prescription drug, medicine, vitamin,

steroids, human growth hormones or

other performance-enhancing drugs, or

look-alike substances

Inappropriate Show of 1** Violation 1 1 1

Affection/Sexual Activity 2" Violation 1 1 1
3" Violation 2 2 1
4" Violation 2 2 1

Indecent Exposure 1** Violation 2 1 1
2" Violation 3 2 1
3" Violation 3 2 2
4" Violation 4 3 3

Insubordination, Defiance of School 1%t Violation 1 1 1

Personnel’s Authority 2" Violation 2 1 1
3" Violation 3 2 2
4" Violation 4 3 2




Interference

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation
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Offense

Occurrence

High

Middle

Elementary

Intimidation/Retaliation

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation
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Littering

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Loitering/Trespassing on School
Property or at School-Sponsored
Events

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Paraphernalia

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Persistent Disobedience

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Physical Assault Against Employee,
Volunteer, or
Contractor

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation
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Physical Assault Against Another
Pupil

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation

Physical or Verbal Altercation

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation
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Physical Contact

1%t Violation
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3" Violation
4% Violation
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Plagiarism
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Pornography

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation

Profanity and/or Obscenity

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation
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Sexual Harassment

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation
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Snowballs

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
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Offense

Occurrence

High

Middle

Elementary

Stalking

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation

[,

Tardy

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation

Technology Abuse

1%t Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4" Violation

Threat

1%t Violation
2 Viplation
3" Violation
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Theft

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Tobacco

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Truancy

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Vandalism/Destruction of Property

1% Violation
2" Violation
3" Violation
4% Violation

Vaping

1% Violation
2 Viplation
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3 Violation 3 2 2
4% Violation 4 3 2
Vehicular Violations 1%t Violation 1 NA NA
2" Viplation 1 NA NA
3" Violation 2 NA NA
4t Vipolation 3 NA NA
Weapon-Free Schools 1** Violation 5 5 5
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